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THE ROLE OF THE LAW
IN SALVATION

By Lewis R. Walton
Attorney

Seventh-day Adventists believe that the law has a vital
role to play in the process of salvation. Implicit in our
denominational name and explicit in our preaching is the
assumption that the law—particularly our understanding of
the Sabbath—will become the end-time test that will one day
bring the world to judgment. One writer, in a thought-provok-
ing essay, has put it this way:

Even though salvation is now accorded to many persons of many
churches despite their wide and conflicting array of beliefs, we [Ad-
ventists believe that we] will set the house of truth in order so
decisively that salvation will eventually be confined exclusively to
those who embrace our beliefs. Our message will thus emerge as a
universal test of truth and of character. . . . With complete effective-
ness we will one day serve as instruments of both salvation and
judgment for the entire planet.!

Such a perspective is not unique to this one writer. In a
similar (if less articulate) way, most “mainline” Seventh-day
Adventists agree that our message will challenge the world
with a final, catastrophically important decision about
obedience or rebellion. And therein lies an irony: there is little
present evidence that we are anywhere near accomplishing
our objective. The writer just quoted insists urgently that “by
no projection of current trends can such a future be seen for
the Advent movement. We are simply one denomination
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