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While preaching law alone denies God’s mercy, preaching grace
alone denies God’s justice and judgment. Sinners will always need
to hear both the law and the gospel. If we really believe that the
Seventh-day Adventist church and its mission stand or fall on the
preaching of righteousness by grace through faith, we must preach
the law and the gospel in such a way that our hearers can experience
genuine salvation."” We must “scratch where it itches.”

The work the Lord has given to the Seventh-day Adventist
church will never be finished if we manage only to increase the
ranks of either legalistic or licentious church members. The Lord
wants true disciples. We must therefore offer courageously bal-
anced messages that give due stress to both law and gospel, to both
Romans 7 and Romans 8.
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When Philip brought Nathanael to Jesus, the Saviour recog-
nized Nathanael even though he had never seen him before. ‘Jesus
saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, Behold an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile! Nathanael saith unto him, Whence
knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that
Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree I saw thee”
(John 1:47, 48 KJV). So Jesus first saw Nathanael with the eyes of
a Seer rather than with physical eyesight.

Nathanael had listened with rapt attention as John the Bap-
tist preached at the Jordan River. With amazement he had heard
John identify the carpenter of Nazareth as “the Lamb of God.” But
apparently he was not impressed by his first glimpse of Jesus.
Perplexed, disappointed, and doubtful, he resorted to the seclusion
of a fig tree, and knelt down to pray for light on the matter. How
could this humble carpenter from Nazareth be the Messiah?

Now with Philip by his side Nathanael listens as Christ de-
scribes accurately his prayer session “under the fig tree.” He is
startled at Jesus’ disclosure. Here certainly is an answer to his
prayer for light. He is seized with the conviction that the carpenter
is the Messiah after all. “Rabbi,” he exclaims, “thou art the Son of
God, thou art the King of Israel” (vs. 49).

Jesus’ foreknowledge and prophetic vision brought Nathanael
to conviction. However, the Savior’s disclosures had hardly begun.
Because other remarkable revelations were in store for this guile-
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