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ADVENTIST IDENTITY AND
EVANGELICAL CRITICISM

By C. Raymond Holmes
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary
Andrews University

A recent article in a popular evangelical journal states that
“Seventh-day Adventism is experiencing an identity crisis. Ironi-
cally the present confusion is in direct contrast to the confidence of
Adventism’s pioneers.”! The author, Kenneth R. Samples, associ-
ates that identity crisis with a “doctrinal controversy” which “can
be traced to their interaction with evangelicals in the 1950’s.”

The interaction he identifies as “extensive meetings” between
Walter Martin, author of The Truth About Seventh-day Adven-
tism,* Donald Grey Barnhouse, editor of Eternity magazine (both
now deceased), and leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist (SDA)
Church. Those meetings, the journal writer says, “established an
unprecedented openness between Adventists and evangelicals.”

Evangelical Criticism of Adventist Beliefs

Samples is of the opinion that, due to the influence of Martin
and Barnhouse, a current he calls “evangelical Adventism” can be
identified within the SDA church. A major factor characterizing
this current is the belief that righteousness by faith consists of
justification only, with sanctification as its fruit. The implication is
that such a view was not held within Adventism prior to the
influence of Martin and Barnhouse.

Samples suggests that the “crisis” in Adventism surfaced in
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