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stepped on board just as the contraption is beginning to
disintegrate.

Ultimately a major criterion in deciding what her-
meneutic should be followed lies in its fruits. Does our her-
meneutic lead to a Christ-centered experience in which the
Word testifies of Him? Does it produce a clearer grasp of what
the Word actually says? Does it produce a clear definition of
the will of God? Does it point up the abysmal lostness of
humanity and the magnitude of God’s rescue, as well as a
grander global understanding of His sovereignty over all?
Does it build a strong sense of mission and desire for unity in
the church, firing up zeal for outreach to our neighbors? Does
it lead to numerical and spiritual growth of the family of God
and provide practical strength in meeting temptation? Does
it lead to a resolve to be prepared for Jesus’ early return in
the clouds of heaven? Only such a hermeneutic carries the
marks of being genuinely Adventist and will provide the
framework for a growing understanding of God’s will.
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Progressive revelation has played an important role in
the development of the Seventh-day Adventist church and its
theology. By “progressive revelation” I mean God’s con-
tinuous unfolding of prior revealed truth.' Without such
progressive revelation, the unfolding of inspired truth build-
ing on truth previously revealed and never denying it, the
Seventh-day Adventist Church would not exist.

Throughout their history Seventh-day Adventists have
looked forward to discovering or receiving additional truth
that would harmonize with prior truth. Ellen G. White, one
of the principal founders of our church, kept this hope alive
with statements such as: “T'ruth is an advancing truth”* and,
“There are mines of truth yet to be discovered by the earnest
seeker.”®

In speaking of “truth” she always meant truth as given
by God in His divine Word.

The preamble to the 1980 statement of Fundamental
Beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists reflects this attitude:

Seventh-day Adventists accept the Bible as their only creed and
hold certain fundamental beliefs to be the teachings of the Holy
Scriptures. These beliefs, as set forth here, constitute the church’s
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